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Hot 100

best hotels in Ireland 20

From luxury layovers to fab four-stars and affordable escapes,
P6l O Conghaile shares his annual fist of the island’s top 100 hotels

hotel is never (inished. “We lewrned that u long
time ago,” Bill Kelly ol Kelly's Resort in Co Wexlond,
which ropped lasi year's Hor 100, once told me. [t
ajourney. “1fyou stand still. vou're gone,” said John
Courtney of this vear's I]I[:E]]L s1neweniry,
toriain Killurm:y.[]:|||'.1drlht:|11rm\ waly remark
while helping a guest with her case.

I hope the Hot 100 reflects thar 5 is my list
of the 100 best hotels in Ireland, at this moment in 2024, But it's no
ahout rigid scores or scienrific comparisons. It's subjective. based on
my travels, taste and experience. and one [ know (and hope} vou'll
quibble with. It's about hotels that are best in their class, and besr at
what they are trying to be — regardless of star rarings.

This is the Hat 100' third year. As a reminder. we move the number
ones into a Hotel Hall of Fame. retiring them from future considera-
tiom and growing a broader list of legends — it now [eatures Ashiord

Castle (2024}, Kelly's (2023) and Adare Manor (2022), The [Tot 100 also
excludes B&Bs. smaller country houses and other types of stavs.

So what does it take 1o make the [lot 1007 Anyone whe reads our

reviews knows thut we respect chuins und global brumds., But we relish
hotels that have independent sireaks; are mun by pussionute people;
where warm. confident service reflects "|0“II'IE|\‘ on management;
where Irish food and culture are woven inko stay: : inlo gen-
i v, not greenwashing. They are well-run. bur !I‘-L:, are
n:p:dl businesses.

a l.]l“illl.r tI!IIIL We've seen ‘.LIﬁIIll[Z
I . sears, and hotels are at the centre of debates
ahout L’}]L..Illlt pricing and the role of wurism accommaodation in
hwousing markets. Yes, ‘hatels can disrupt communiries. But they can
also add to them — from the local mussels on a menu to the families
sustained by their jobs, the art they hang, or the local walks, surf les-
soms. food trails or cafes they connect wirh guesis.

I know lists like this have their flaws. By my reckoning, there are
over LO00 hotels on the island. It's impossible for me to get back to
every hotel every veoar, 1Tand a5 1 iry, there are new openings and ritey
relurbs [ haven't seen (yet!). I1's very personal. [rom ‘ooh’ moments
io knocking on walls and running my hand over fabrics. li's often

decided by u [eeling. But then. so are the best nighs wway.
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Ashford Castle EEIIETR
Cong, Co Mayo

Just over  decade agn. with the Trish economy in collapse,
Cong's storied castle stood ara crossroads. Ir was growing
fusty, trading on former glories. What happened since the
Tollman family bought it in 203, splashing some €100m,
his heen nothing short ol translormational, Visilors tnday
will find not only opulently restored roams and interior
details {the Oak ITall still draws a gasp). but additions like
itx superh spa, cinema and new leisure cenire, Ealii —
shared with the Lodge al Ashlord Castle, itsell inlegrted
into the estare as a sister horel, But what makes this such a
meaningful evolution, as opposad to a mere upgrade, is the
depth ol storvielling and service al the lve-star Incveas-
ingly operating in a world of “ultra-luxury’, as manager
Niall Rowhlord terms it the hotel's warmly professional
service now mises with Laverad experiences like “Cré (Irish
for earth. or soil), which links a garden tour with cooking
and dining at an estate cottage, Wild Geese wine mstings
or executive chel Liam Finnegan®s menus at the George V
{on Michelin's radar, surely}. Yes, there will be cloches and
it can occasionally feel cheesy, but this is a hotel at an abso-
lute high point. “You need to walk out feeling like you've
been tken care of” Rochford says. And you do.

Details: € €€E€E; ashfordcastiecom
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Armada Hotel Spanish Point, Co Clare

1f this buzz could be bottled. Red Bull would worry. A four-
starwith wild Atlantic views, it would be so easy for owner
Juhn Burke to serve up a banal, bucket-and-spade ollenng,
butinstend he has poured evervthing into an evelation of
the Irish coastal hotel. From revamped cockiail bar and res-
taurant to its own farm, activities like voga, sea swims. a
new sauna und even knining lor guests, snd a mushroom-
ing serof stays that includes a rebooted 19th-century guest-
house and self-catering ‘Reef House” with hot tub, you'd
almost call it The Armada 2.0, In @ world of areenwashing.
it i lessom in genuine sustainability, tivo, Never far [rm a
loczl nod (a gallery celebrating local surfers, for example,
or suppliers like Moy Hill farm on the menus), it's also B
Corp certified and has a stall well-being manager. Prices
are rising with the standards, but I think deservedly so.
Details: € €€; anmadahotel com
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Ballynahinch Castle IEIIET
Connemara, Co Galway
Iwas searching for away 1o describe Ballynahineh's blend
ol luxury und comlort when [ saw g pair of white slippers
next to the wellies in its hallway. Perfect. This s a storied
Connemara stay with chef Danni Barry elevating the
Owenmore dining room, revamped sultes and sun lounge
by interior designer Bryan O'Sullivan, and highlights from
owher Denis O'Brien’s art collection, bt in which vou
might still find locals chatting with g in its Tisher-
man's Pub, walking in its woods, or nourishing whoumphs
of cosiness in log fires and lounges. On a recent (incognito}
visit. I found room to improve in its pul: menus anda space
spatted with TV, Dot it has all the ingredients of an Trish
classic, and just keeps getting better {woodland saunas
have just landed, next to a lake plunge). “There are lots of
chunges moing on bul, al the same lime, we don'L want b
change anvthing.” said general manager Eoin Walsh.
Details: € €€€; ballynahinch-castie.com

Parknasilla Resort Sneem, Co Kerry
Parknasilla needs a pantheon of its own at this stage, so
heloved is this Ring of Kerry retreat of repeat visitors. Tis
story is layered. from grand, 19th-century home to Great
Southern hotel, but like all of the best stays, it keeps mov-
ing, respecting what guests love while investing to ensure
that Towe is [ulure-proofed, Cumated experiences inclucle
voga and mindfulness with Karin O'Shea and history walks
with Tim Buckley {better-known as bar manager and actor
Tessie Buckleys dad) and more recently. g new outdonr
infimity pool heated (o 36C (gas-fired ot lobs are replaced
with a more sustainable, airto-water system). Summers
book out far ahead. but winter can see savvy travellers
nelsome surprising deals, A new nine-hole pilch and putt
COURSE Opens in spring. aimed at reens.

Details: CECE: parknasilloresoricom

S

Harvey's Point

Donegal, Co Donegal

Harvey's lost some of its hest-known fuces following its
sale by Deirdre McGlone and Mare Gysling, and the retire-
ment of Noel Cunningham (though he sell leads its weekly
walks). Bul the leeling hasn't faded. Think of the ginor-
mous bedreoms, The Lough Eske and Bluestack moun-
tain views, The natural warmth 1o its service. Throw in
its Chiristmas packages, 24 years of cabarets, event nighrs
wilh the likes of Phil Coulter. and activities like wine List-
ing and painting breaks, and you have a hotel at one with
itself and its audience (a 5.0 rating on TripAdvisor speaks
tn s guest reviews), Next up are a relurbishment of the
restauranl and 3 “ital makeover” ol ils reading room into a
lounge for afiernoon tea and drinks with lake views, A new
Mindfulness Wall will run throngh the lakeside woods. too.
Details: €€€€, harveyspoint.cont
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No1 Pery Square Limerick

When you sit down [or drinks or dinner in Mo 1 Pery
Square’s elegant little Long Room. take a look at the loca-
tor map’ on its menu. Suppliers from Co Limerick and
evand are Hsted, from Calill’s Tea to the Milk Marker and
Rigney's Farm. [Us just one snapshol of o hospitality busi-
ness leaning into its community, and distinguishing itself
as a one-oi-a-kind townhouse racher than a rinse-and-re-
peat retreat. Patricia Roberts's Blue Book stay alse includes
a refurbished Herilage Spa in the basement vaults, o choice
of Georglan wing or contemporary bedrooms, and ongoing
rweaks I love stumbling upon — a quirky ‘container gar-
den” designed by Des Kingston, aimed at bringing more al
fresco life and vibrancy to Pery Square, for example. Ser-
vice is always warm in this jewel box, foo.

Detalls: CCC; ongpervsquare.com
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Dromoland Castle [ETIET
Newmarket-on-Fergus. Co Clare

Among the suits of armour, oil paintings and fresh
flowers in Dromoland Castle's lobby, vou'll spat a traphy:
‘Trefand’s Best TTotel’ from our Reader Travel Awards 2024,
It's a testament to the five-star's burst of form. running
from behind to catch up on flagship competitors with a

Ireland’s
Hotel Hall of
Fame

Each year, we move the
number one hotel from our
Hot 100 into a collection of
classics, removing it from

consideration for future Hot
100s. Heve's the list so far.

Kelly’s Resort
Hotel & Spa
(2023)

Kelly's is always the same, but
ahways changing. That's its
secret weapon — an ability ta
keep the loyal guests returning,
but surprising them each
time, Of course, the coastal
secting, kids' club and spread of
restaurants, including the old-
school Beach Room and new
glass-box concept Sea Rooms,
helps. This year saw a revamp
of its famed Ivy Room. as well
% a stylish reboot af its family
bedrooms {needed, it has Lo be
said). The Sea Spa is a sweet
sanctuary for adults.
€E€EL kellys.ie

Adare Manor
{(2022)

The benchmark for five-star
resarts on this island, Adare
Manor cantinues to palish and
perfect a 2.0 edition jump-
started by JP McManus and
family. Highlights range from
the Michelin-star Oak Room
restaurant to a padel club and
leisure centre in the woods,
suite of self-catering stays, and
of course, a golf course set to
host the Ryder Cup in 2027,
Service shines thraugh, from
the smallest details — a cecktail
in the Tack Room, perhaps, ora
passing encounter in a hall — ta
grand set pleces like afternoon
tea in the Gallery. EEE€E€E;
adaremancr.com

Price Guide

€ Budget balthole

€€ Affordable for most
€E€€ Mid-range magic
€E€EEC Luxury at a fair price
€CECCLC Eye-watering, but
worth the splurge




Hot 100

multimillion eure investment revamping rooms, adding its
first lodge, the new-look Castle Spa and a boutigue along-
side timeless sel e the Earl of Thomaond restau-
rant. lts storvtelling has gone to a different level, oo — a
detail that svunds [ancilul. but is increasingly important
i am age of weallhy guests seeking experientiul stays, Pic-
ture pressed garden flowers by the treatment rooms, or a
history tour with Jane O'Brien bringing (o lile “what was
very much a family home”. Service is polished, but deliber-
ately personable. “If Ashford is Buckingham Palace. this is
Balmoral or Sandringham.” as one staff member confides.
Details: CCCCT: dromoland e
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Hotel Doolin Doolin, CoClarc

Fanuy & taste of 30-mile tapas? Tead w Glas restaurant,
where every ingredient is caught. reared. grown or pro-
duced within 30 miles of the kitchen ([rom Flagey Shore
uyslers (o Linasa Farm pork belty), That's the kind of walk-
thesvalk comumitment to community oarism at Hotel Doo-
lin — other examples range from an Eco Barn for weddings
to its Danliner beer and not-for-profit arts group (Doolin
Arts, which runs a summer FolkFest). A new hakery is on
the way. too. It could so easily be a tourist honey trap, but
instead is [erocivusty commitied to locality.., and was Ire-
lamdl's first carbon-neniral hotel to boot. A refurb is needed,
50 it's greal to hear a reimagination with sustainability at
its heart is in the works with Limerick Design [ouse, Stu-
din Sanl. The challenge is to grow, as manager Donal Mini-
hane once told me, “without losing what we are”.

Details: €€ hoteldoofin.ie
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The Shelbourne Dublin

Celebrating 200 vears, Dublin's grand dame was sold this
yeur o an invesiment group lor a reported €260m. IU's
mark of the hotel's enduring sivle, popularity and ability
o b sl omwe iconic amd innovative that lew Dubliners will
have notced... or cared, As well as its elegant bedrooms
[hook a view of Stephen's Green, if you can afford a splash),
it's a unique business in that some 75pc of the ground floor
spend comes from non-residents — be il afternoon tea in
the Lord Mavor's Lounge {a new menu launched in April),
cocktails in No 27 or Christmas dinners in The Saddle
Room. As ils muoch missed concierge Denis O'Brien vnce
told me, “The doors apen the sume fur everyone”

Details: €€€€E; theshelourne.com
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Ballygarry Estate [IEEED

[ralee, Co Kerry

*I don't want |it] to be an Cxeel spreadsheet hotel” owner
Piulraig MoGillicuddy twld me this summer. There's no
dunger of thal. Ballygurrs is o Lumily-owned four-ster that
has evolved over three generatinns intn a gold-standard
husiness in the Kingdom. This vear saw a new Skm (rail
threaded through Ballvseedy woods, there are meadows
planted with 29000 native trees, a reed-hed filtration
system to treat waste water, outdoor seaweed baths at its
Madar Spa, and a suite ol woodland cabins is on the way.
Stall are warm and [riendly. superior [amily rovms have
nifty hunks recessed into an alcove, and surprises include
a turndown service in all roms.... unespected in afour-star.
1= ane of the highest risers an this years Hot 100,

Details: €E€; halfygarry com
Ballyfin Co Laois TEIIEE

There is nathing else like the restoration of Ballyfin on this
island. Its transformation from boarding school with sag-
ging ceilings into siumming live-star resort wok longer than
the vriginul build, snd the Regency manor was this year
named the UK and Ireland's best resort by Travel + Leisure.

4 IRISH INDEPENDENT Weekend Magazine 14 September 2024

There 15 extravagunce and exsquisite delailing ai every turn,
Irom the magical intricacy ol its marguetry looring Lo set-
piece saloon, library und conservalory spaces. Ti's one al
[reland’s most expensive stays, but that price tag sees you
share 614 acres with just 40 ather guesis and hutlers

0 action your every request (“This was a party house.” as
manager Peter White pul it on our visit), Country pursuils
like falconry, fishing and carriage rides are available at an
extri chargs, but don't miss the highly personal tours with
ite wurdener. [lorist or estate hikes, which bring its stories
tn life brilliantv. One for the Lot win.

Details: €EEEE; bally/in.com
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Dunbrody House

Arthurstown, Co Wexlord

Catherine and Kevin Dundon's Blue Bonk holthole was a
pioneer when it apened over a quarter of a cenfury ago,
paving the way for exciting transformations of tired old
country house relreats, Despite selling 1o a US Lamily in
2022 the couple remuin hands-on with the house. and its
momentum continues. A refurb with well-known architect
Huggh Wallz:ce is compleie: vou can eat al the main re
rant, Champagne bar or gastro-pub; a litde boutique
Tocal paintings, crafts and jewellery: the gardens sne glow-
ing: and, of course. there's the spa and Kevin's cookery
school, Don't he 4km coastal walk around the estate
edges — il pusses a privaie cove [or swimming.

Details: €EEE: dunbroclyvhouse com
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T'he Montenotte Cork

Ileraclitus, the Greek philosopher, said that we never step
imo (he same river (wice — the river is abways chang-
ing. as are we. 1lis words come to mind when I visit
The Muntenutie, This summer, it opened a daring new
coneepl., The Woodland Suite Experience, which adids
several larch-clad suites into its forest gardens. “Very
immersive and fun. bur very sophisticated” is how man-
ager Frits Porgleter describes stays that will set Instagram
alight. but feel thoughtful, oo {a native tree is planted for
every guest in partnership with homerreeie). Priced at a
premium. they also include a clubhouse where you can
enjoy breaklast or sundowners overlooking the cityscape,
z up for cockalls in The Glasshouse, a movie
o cinema, or aspell by the y pnotic Himalayan

The Amber Springs
Gorey, CoWexlord
You can't have a conversation about Ireland's best fami-

Iy-irienclly hotels without this Gorey getaway, The lour-star
is o lexibook example ol a hotel bending vver backwards
for ity targel audience, Family rooms include 65sgm dens



with bunk pods ("the game changer.” as energetic manager
Eibhear Coyle suys), activilies range [tim train rides o ils
panil. BO-sealer cine
new 200sgm adventure play area is in the works mlh Tesczatl
company Spraoi Linn, Burgers are made with beel from the
hotel vwners’ [ in Gorey, lamilies can book o sensory
playroumm, and a portion of every direct booking throogh
its website goes to LauraLynn — it recently donated aver
£16.500 to the children'’s hospice.

Details: € CE; ambersprings.ie
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Cashel Palace (EIITEE
Cashel, Co Tipperary
“You can't expect or plan for it.” general manager Adriaan
Bartels told the frish h:'!'cwndmr this vear. He was talk-
ing aboul The Bishop's Bullery’s new :helin star,
the latest win for a hotel reu\lmg the mould fvr ox-
ury lown hotels in Treland, Muagnier family millions
help. of course, but there's much more Lo Cashel Pul-
ace 20 thun mere money. The local sourci
sustainubility manager and elever leatures like it
outdoor pool and ual dining counterpoint
Ryan's pub are just some features of a five-star that has
found irs feet, and is starting to gallop. A new 'Solo Soujo-
urn’ package for solo travellers bundles B%E, a pub dinner
i the snug and pampering from €364, Sell-care, anvone?
Details: €€EE; cashalpalacchoiel ie
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Titzgeralds Woodlands Hotel

Adare, Co Limeric

Mot just uone of the best hotels in the country, bul one of
the best In Adare, The Fitzgerald family's happy hub is as
much a model of an evelving four-star country stay as a
pulsating community erosstoads. What began life 0s a B&E
today hosts an award-winning outdoor dining area {The
Treehouse), popular Revas Spa, nrganic garden, new family
15 and much, much more. A hite ar Timmy
o a pint in Dick's Bar, is pure country hospitality. In
1d of marketing speak around sustainability, here’s
a hli‘HI‘IE%‘A that's been serving the locality for 40 vears
even sponsoring the Limerick ladies' football and camo-
gie teams — and will shortly dig a second well. making it
entirely self-sufficient in terms of water.

Details: £€€; wondians-hotel fe
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Monart Enniscorthy, Co Wealord

“People say to me, this is my sanctuary,” general manager
Mark Browne said when 1 last visited Monart. | could see

them all around us. Couples napping Friends chatting.

Mothers and daughters. Solo travellers taking tinie-outs,

for all kinds of reasnns. Almnst 20 vears since it opened,

Momart is one of luxury Irish hospi tality's most recognisa-

ble brands — and is regularly full. The large spa is its head-
line attraction, of course, but revamped rooms, tvo newly
refurbished suites in the Ceorgian manor, Mary Reyoolds's
gardens. its lnunge and restaurant round out the picture.
s wduli-only, phones are discouraged, and evervhody
swans around in tobes, bearing the reluxed faces of people
who have noi been checking their email. Bliss.

Details: CCCC: mronar.ie
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Park Hotel Kenmare Co Kerry

1 11ke 1h e challenge. I'm e the Brennars. Tm an unknown
3 Brvan Mechan (old me a lew months alter buy-
ing this iconic five-s [rom Francis and John Brennan,
sharing his plans for 2 new madel of community-focused,
sustainable lnxury stay, The Park has reopened to non-res-
idents. replaced generic Victorian art with bold modern
pieces (the suite of Sean Scully paintings in its dining room
is sublime), and is working on plans for a spaoverhaul and
connections with Meehan's nearhy property, Dromgarriff
Rainforest. James OSollivan’s menus are  high poing
and the service is as warm as ever, but this is very much
a period of transition, The proof will be in the pudding. as
Meehan says himself. Its off to a tantalising new start.
Details: CCCCE; parkkenmare.com
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Galgorm Resort TR

ll.n]rmcmr Co Antrim

Whint Deun hotels have done fur rooftup bars and resta-
rants, the Galgorm Collection has done [or spas, The ther-
mal village here, with hot tubs, saunas, pools, salt rooms
and more sprawling along the rviver is a brilliant and busy
example of creative business (guests can use it from 12pm,
long before their raoms are ready). Bur that's just the
heginning, A mushrooming menu of accommndation now
incliudes lodges, cabing, shepherd's huts and pet-friendly
forest dens, with 'boho backyards” crammed with saunas,
showers and hot tubs, Sister hotels The Rabbit and €1d Tan
at Crawlordsburn are serious spa players, too.

Details: CCLC; galgormn.con
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tegency House Belfast, Co Antrim

The folk behind this boutique treasure in Belfast are like
chels tinkering away at the pass, perlecting their dish. Firse
il was The Regency. centred amund restored Georgian
tnwnhouses sphitinto ull xe, sell-cutering residences’
with 247 butler service. Toduy, il is Regency House, with o
wellness suite, reslauran(, pinno lounge, mem:lel\,l'up amd
smaller roomm vpes on the way next spring — including an
accessible b e stay suited to couples and solo travel-
lers, Dretails like copper tubs, vinyl baskets and sabvaged
furniture are gorgenus, set alongside hitecl touches such
as swanky kitchens, work stations and valet parking. It's
very pricey. Tnit mixes the best of the 19th and 21st centu-
ries simultanenusly — a halance tew places T've seen pull
oll o this degree of detail,

Details: CECCE; theregencybelfast.com
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The Westhury IETET

Dublin

A stme’s throw [rom Grafiom Street, the Doyle Collec-
Liomn's [inest Trish hotel is al once gy unil diame and modemn
[ive-star, subtly shape-shilling with the times. There &
barmen in white jackets in the Sidecar bar, city sli 3
bustling through Balfe’s brasserie. and a luxurious [eafi-
ness surrouncing the marble tables at Wilde. A gallery win-
dow seat is one of the best in town. and newly refurbished
suites provide a fresh excuse to chieck back in. From salads
to chateaubriands, gin cocktails to gorgeous Trish art. it'sa
sophisticated clissic (hat just seems 10 gel belier over Lime.
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Kudos for its “Slice of the City’ recommendstions for Dub-
lin sights, shops and events, tan.
Details: €€E€E: doviecoilectim.com
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Glasson Lakehouse

Glasson, Co Westmeath

Alongside the Galgorm Collection, few have done as much
(o shke up Irelands hotel seene in the past decade as the
Dean [Totel Group (whose properties lurmerly fell under
the Press Lp Group). While urban boltholes like The Dean,
Drvlam and Mayson made headlines, this rebooting of o tir-
ing midknds gull resort was an electrilving change, read-
ing its audience perfectly with the addition of sutdear hot
tubs. pool, airstream trailers, tech-forward Power gvm and
Brooks & Co Spa, Executive chef Dee Ademson, formerly of
the Fatted Cal he secret weapon in Bonnie's restaurant.
s @ stay you could see a family and their pet enjoying as
much as Bridgel Junes and her boss,

Details: €CC glassonlabelonse.ie
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The Merrion

Dublin

Think of it a5 Dublin's good room. From stunning an {a
Mainie Jelletl here, a Jack B Yeals (here) to its blend of

16 IRISH INDEPENDENT Weekend Magazine 1 September 2024

perind charm and contemporary netes. The Merrion has
a knack for knitting together layers of luxury. Dine in the
brick vaults of the Cellar Bar or tswo-Michelin-star Patrick
Guilbaud's. cosy up on a winter city break. or get vour glad
rags on for summers iransformation of s garden fermce
wilh bespuke cabanas and seasonal menus (including a
€29 lobster roll}. Over 25 vears since it opened, the spa
and pool have stepped up. and a steady stream ol celebs
ranges from Rihanna to Bill Clinton. For me, the rooms and
hedroom corridors could push the design punch just a tad
more. and the immaculare tone has sometimes slipped
when it's busy, Fur many. it"s Dublin's best adidress,
Details: CCCEC merrivnhotelcom
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The River Lee Hotel Cork IEEE

Cork has quietly been stepping up its luxury stays, from
The Montenotie’s woodland suites to Hayfield Man:
gluss box bar, and this Duyle Collection douzy i 3
heart of that, The ground oor unlolds like an essay in
Tocal lusuary lifestyle. from barista coffees and leafy brasse
rie vibes to waterside terrace and cockiails with Incal notes
ithe “Rosie Martin® indudes both Midleton's Method and
Madness gin and Méngir blackherry wine). Collaborations
on curated packages with the likes of food writer William
Murray and author Caroline O'Donoghue are creative
examples of neighbourhood thinking. wo,

Details: CCCL; doviecoilection. com
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Marlfield House Gorey, Co Wexford

Simmilar to stays like Dunbrody. Liss Ard and Ballyvolane,
Laura and Margaret Bowe’s Merlfield House is a case
stody in classy country house evolution, blending the
ald-world atmospherics of its main house. liheary har and
conservatory dining mom with the delicious Duck terrace
restaurant and its Pond Suites (think free-standing baths,
woodland views and low carbon fostpring), Sty over, or
buook lunch or dinner and amble through ils 40-acre gar-
dens. Ir's a gorgeous hospitality hub in Gorey, and a mem-
ber of buth the Blue Book and Relais & Chiitzaux.

Details: CCCE; martfieldhviuse.con
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Killeavy Castle

Slieve Gullion, Co Armagh

In the early hours of March 100 2003, Mick Bavle woke
wife Rolvin with news that he'd bought a crumbling castle
aorass e globe, Over a decade Tater e couple have made
countless wrips from Avstralia to South Armagh. steering
the refurbishment and development of this fab four-star.
Local links are everything. from its farm supplying Long-
horn beel and Cheviot lamb to the kilchen, © replanting
azk on the slopes of Slieve Gulhion. A small spa, chef Diar-
ragh Dovlevs locavore menus and 4 new suite of dog-




l"‘q'l'he Station House .

[riemddly cottages and lodges are just surme reasons Lo visil
Details: £€C; kilfeayyeastle.com
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Dunmore House Clonakilty. CoCork

“We're always kind of experimenting here” Dunmore
House's Richzrd Barrett once said as he showed me around
the hammocks, scalptures and polytunmels of its “CIIT Gar-
den” overlonking Clonakilty Bay, Developed [rom a Lamily
home gver the course of several decades — or nuriured,
is prabably a belter word — the 30-bed hotel is o lesson in
duing the simple things well. and surprising guests alung
the wuy. Check oul the John Shinnors painting over Lhe
fireplace, taste the chowder or clah elaws inits bar and res-
taurant oF grah a seat on the sea terrace, a lovely spot o sit
and eat if the weather co-operares.

Details: ££€; dunmorehousehotel fe

28

Hayfield Manor Cork [EMET

The door is held open. There's o real fire, locals chatting
uH_!"]l]ll'i in a wood-panelled bar, couples nlpp cockiails
in Blnom, its new glass-box garden ba
cards in the drawing room, and a mar i e in
asuntrap under a gallery of paintings upstairs. Staving this
spring. I found Cork’s only five-star purring. It's a luxary

that doesn’t look down its nose at you, with newly refur-
hished rooms lifting the occasional dullness, and a pool
that opens to lpm. Breakfast is an absolute harnsiormer.
taking up a whole room off Orchid's restanrant.

Details: CECE: huyfleldmanor.ie

29

The Cliff House

Ardmore, Co Waterford

Small-scale luxury and sophistication by the sea. Thar's the
sell at this Ardmore nasis. where spa, rooms and Miche-

lin-star restaurant marrving French and Thai flavours
cuseadk down the voastal [olds. All 39 Tooms were relur-
bished this spring wilh [urniture and [idings costom-made
by el craftspeople and designers; House restaurant
has moved 0 a more intimate dining room, seating just
22 guests; and sverywhere you look. vour eve is met with
cruise-ship views over the baw. Ir kas a suite of adjacent
stavs, ton — including a super-luxe heach house, classy cot-
tage, and new “River Lodge’ with its awn fishing beatin the
former garda station in Ballvduff,

Details: €EEE; cifffhousehotel se

30

ThL\ ictoria SENIEIE
-!. (4) Iurr\'

(.nurlnﬂ}m Toutigue ho tl.l is hlllxrm:} s Easter
egg, asmall roadside stay with 2 door that opens ro reveal
a world of surprises — chic. fanciful stylings, 2 beauti-
fully friendly check-in. and a enuple that are hands-on
and clearly love what thev're doing. The hotel has evolved
Lromn a B&E, bul retains (hat kind of persomality and cosi-
niess, and makes ihe most ol its small spaces — a lili clad
in Murveean-siyle cut-ou punelling. e example, or zoned
seating areas under large, shstract paintings on the ground
Moor, Alitile poem ol a plice,

Details: €E€; thevictoriakillarney.com

31

The Merchani

Belfast, CoAntrim

This Cathedral Guarter classic is
one of the coolest, and most con-
sequential, hotels in Northern
Ireland. The five-star has turned
headds aver ihe vears orits clever
cocklails (alumm inchade Jack
MeGarry and Seian Muldoon of
The Dead Rablit in Mew York).
Great Room {set in the former Ulster
Bank lieadquarters), and carchy spaces
like its Cloth Ear bar or rooftop hot wh.

Tt can horder om Bling (2 Festival of Prosecon
runs this month). but there’s always depth to its
divilment. aiud the original A-listed building links through
micely 1o 2000 wing with spa. Arl Deco-styled moms and
Bert's Juzz Bar. Competition is bubbling away in Bellust,
bt this brash grand dame sl geis my vote,

Details: €€EE; themerchanthotel com

32

Ballymaloe IEmam
Shanagarry, Co Cork
Celebraling 60 vears since Myrile Allen first opened her
home (o guests, Ballymaloe’s sheer pedigree, decades
ol pioneering and vngoing innovation see il continue (o
climb the lisL. This hotel was doing 'Lirm o fork” dining
before mznv of today's chels were born (chef Dervilla
(YFlynn comtinues the mission today), its 32 rooms now
include newly refurhished soites, and fresh ideas include
a Festival of Food, rewilding retreats and sustainability
efforts like a hiomass hoiler and solar panels. Homely.

country house luxury is its thing — rom Fern Allen'’s inti-
mate history tours o hunks of cake on arrival, or extra
helpings at dinner (leave room for the dessert frolley).
Details: €CCE: ballvialoe.ie

33

Castle Leslie

Glaslough, Co Mnmtﬁl‘mn

The Blue Baaok srill sets a bar for small, luxury harels after
50 wears, and here's another member in this year's [Tot 100,
Castle Leslie is mach more than just a hotel. of course. Set
on 100 acres, it has a 50-room Lodge {adjoined to Conor's
bar, Snallles restaurant snd ity equestrian centre), 21-bed
Casile (no TV, lots of antigues and heirfooms, and even
“the [irst plumbed bath in Irefand ) and sell-catering in (he
Ol Stable Mews, all with different Inoks and feels. Coun-
Lry pursuits like srehery, clay pigeon shooting amd carriage
rides are available, and the bar meny has over 100 gins.
Details: EE€E; casilelesiie.com

34

The Station House
essan, Co Meath

e of Irelands best small. familv-run hotels, The Sta-
Lion TTouse grew up around a former railway junction in
the Ruyal Counly. 10s u stper wedding venue {wilh its
siandalone Signal Sulte and woodland winkling with
fairy lights), and leisure guests can enjoy country house
comfart inits 19 rooms. free hikes, freshly landscaped gar-
dens, LOOG square Leet ol new covered terrace and menus
leaning intn kncal produce like Boyne Valley Cheese. The
‘Wooded Pig chorizo and Swainstown Farm veg. Packages
can include wours of Dunsany Nature Park Reserve, or
Boyne Valley ing menus {November 24; December 20,
Details: € siationhousehonel i

35

Sheen Falls Lodge DRI
kenmare, Co l\u‘rv
This waterside five-star has had s ups and
downs over the vears (including winning and
Tostig o Michedinstar), butit’s firmly on (he
rise again, I really enjoy Chnistine Bow-
en's playful art, as well as its thoughtful
service and views of the caseading falls
from dining room and bar, Now owned
by the Mayrange group (of Castlemartyr
amel Tullsrris). is beneliling from much-
needed investment, including s new bras-
serie in the former stables. Rates are lower
than some of Ireland's top five-sears, throw-
ing up some steals in the off-peak particulardy,
and smart touches include o “hreakfast heag (a
smaller Full Trish). and welcome hax of Inczl Lorge
chocolates, It's clicking very nicely indeed.
Details: CCCE; sheenfullslocy

o m

e Enrope

‘o Kerry

s lakeside five-star are sensational. Dining,
ing or dozing with Lough Leane and the
Kerry Mountains before you is a delicious thing, and the
spi s nol Lar behind — a spacious. atmospheric spread
Ln.dudmg 22m pool clouch Tresiments. vuldoor
0 room with sewts thi remind
s, [is decor can sometimes legl
daating, but il never comes across as

|

. or the earthy tones of
King oul Iamr]:-c“apr calours) do soften that.
chude Ard na Sidhe and The Dunloe,
Detalls: CECT; theewrape.com
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37

Carton House Maynooth, Co Kildare

Carton [Tuuse and the K Club are the premium picks lor
kicking back in Kildare, und both are on g roll. Carton
House has jumped from four o five stars and is now a
Fairmont-managed resort; highlights mcdude its L100-acre
estate, two golf courses, and the heritage wow factor of its
original house {now set up as an elegant 'hatel within a
hatel}. Pap-ups and collabs have hrought spark to The Mor-
rison Room (menus are now in the care ol local chel Adam
Nevin, previously of The Durchester), and this year, il was
inducted into the US trust, Tistoric Hotels Worldwide, You
can sell-cater al the new Lennox Lodee, wo,

Details: €€E€E; cartonhuse

38

Newpark Hotel Kilkenny
Il you asked an Trish {anuhi--duug,"u a holel, it could quk

and some zreas could use a refresh, so lers see what the
next chapter brings for this trailblazer.
Detalls: €€E; thenwelvehatelie

‘a The Marker Dublin

The arvival of Thai brand Anantara into Dublin has given
The Marker a much-needed makeover. Behind the dis-
tinctive, chequerboard facade, youll noaw find a revamped
destinalion restavrant, Forbes Street, with chel Gareth
Mullins given [ree reign with local ingredients (piciure
Oseietra caviarwith Ballymakenny potato blinis. or 2 tasr-
ity curated Irish cheeseboard). suavely zomed ground Noor.
amel experiences like rooliop voga or Irish collee making
classes, Oh, and watch out for Bean and Goose chocnlate
Ty wour bed. Ir's gond to see luxury get local

Details: £€€E; anantar.comy/ the-marker-dublin

43

i lod Jike this, Mini theme pack Dull of robodic di
Check Aduli-unly spa and baleony suites? Check, Kids
club, 30C poul and tasty, someihing-lor-evervone lare il
Scoft’s bar and brasserie? Check. It's fun for visitors, hecric
atweekends. and a hub for all the bocal weddings, meetings
and enmmunions you can imagine, o — but nobady feels
harried or under pressure. This summer. it launched a new
series of een trails — self-guided tours hringing to life the
biodiversity in its grounds.

Details: €€€; newparkhorellilfenmy.con

39

Fernhill House

Clonakilty, Co Cork

File this jewel alongside The Station House and Dunmore
THouse as a textbook example of @ small. clussy, family-run
Trish stay. Rua by the O'Neills, with Michael at the helm
(he signs emails as “Tourth-generalion proprieor), gardens
were originally designed by Mury Revnolds, personal ser-
vice Is led by deeply invested hosts, and there's & gri for
storyielling — be it listorical niotes on the walls or an art
trail emphasising local arrists. Sixreen new rooms are in
the works ("They should have a real flavour of west Cork.”
OrMeill says), aswell as a restaurant refurhishment.
Details: CCC; fernhillhouschorel.com

40

Hodson Bay Hotel

Athlone, Co Westmeath

A community hub as much as a hotel, here’s a lakeside
resort where yonive as likely t encotniter a commiinion as
a conference attendee, wedding or carvery cruiser — vet it
somehow Talances the ‘all things m all men” ethos cith a
sense of escape, fun and friendly service, The 0'Sullivan
lLamily's 176-room hutel has been developing trails and
activities on the adjacent Yew Point peninsula (planning
has come through for new eco-cabins), and has given
rooms a refresh (try [or a likeview, or il you Gy an aduli-
iy stay. the Retreal Wing closer Lo its poul and spa),
Details: €£€€; hodsonbayvhotel com

4

The Twelve

Barna, Co Galway

Named ‘Treland's best petfriendly hotel’ several times
in our Reader Travel Awards, this Galway gem was long
agn innovating with ideas now considered mainstream.
Think of its pizzas, hakery and gastro-pub fare (try the new
focaccia sambas), its pet menus and thaughtful (eather
than tokenistic) approach to fourlegged guests, and the
Ium ot sophisticated lines in wine and lood under former
munager wnd sommelier Fergus OHallorun, He and chel
Muriin O'Donnell of West Restaurant hive now moved on,
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The Old Inn (ENEEN

Crawfordsburn, Co Down

Treland's second-oldest hotel (after Hunter's in Co Wick-
o) is full of gorgenusly imeworn touches — from mal-
lioned windows and ceiling beams in its 1614 bar to the
glowing lobby fire. But it's not just a hideaway for history
‘T A new spa opens frons Bam-9pm with a playful spread
of cabznas, barrel sauna. hot tubs and outdoor vitality pool
1o which you can vrder drinks via QR code {the Galgorm
Colleciion ook it vver im 2020). The lobster Caesar salad is
a home run in the restaurant, rooms are being refurbished.
service is warm. and Crawfordshurn Country Park and Bel-
[inst Lovgeh's loveliest beaches are on the doorstep.
Details: €€€; thenldimm.comr

Gregans Castle

Ballyvaughan, Co Clare

A new general manager in Fanna Hassen (previously
of Dunbrody House), .md chel in Jonathan Farrell (who
served our restaurant critic, Katy McGuinness, “one of the
hest dishes I've had anywhere in recent months™ — bar-
‘hecued celeriac with roast maitake. garden sprouts and a
‘black garlic and Madeira jus, if vou're asking} sees Gre

o up i gear. The Blue Buok hotel hay always brought the
Dest of (he Burren Lo ils stays (its packages ollen include
walks and tours), and the Small Luxury Totels collection,
of which it is a member, hails it a “boutigue hotel that goes
(he exira evo mile”. Add open lives, Tuxuriony bedrooms
and warm ho and you're made,

Details: €E€E; gregans.ie

45

Glenlo Abbey Galway

Not content with new sell-calering lodges, bar and spa,
Glenlo Abbey has now renovated deluxe rooms and suites
with Millimeire Design {a new-look presidential suite will
e revenled later this year), There's o swanky dedicaled
kitchen for the Pullman Restaurant, ton — set on bwo mil
carriages from the Orient Express — so watch how chef
Ultan Cooke and his team develop things here, Old favour-
iles inchude ils cosy in-house cinema, characteriul bar and
sweeping views down to Lough Corrils. Galway is a short
drive in one direction, Connemara (he other 05 2 lovely
dance. in lacilities. location and tone,

Details: € €€ € glenlvabbevhorelie

46

Mount Juliet Thomastown, Co Kilkenny

Tlaving bought the live-star estale lor €15m in 2004, owners
Teirurch Capital pui it on the merked for €45m this year.
That tells you sumething nol just aboul the market, bul




% major changes its made over the past decade, Here are two

hotels for the price of one, in a sense — the manor house,
with its period charm and Michelin-star restaurant. snd (he
mare contemporary Hunter's Yard. Golf, country pursuits,
restaurants and food satisfy a wide range of well-heeled
guests, Christmas packages regularly sell out, und theres
4 lovely cinema and basement bur, Loo.

Datalls: CCCC; moungulferie

47

Brooks Hotel Dublin

Acstone’s theowe from Grafton Street, this plum city-centre
slay has been surprising new guests, and pleasing repeal
isitors. for years. The blend of townhaouse-siyle intimacy,
Incation (it's a great stay for a show. shapping or husiness
Dbreak), and warm charm you mightn't expect from such a
central sty is on o pin. A step-chunge is om the curds unider
new owners, MIIL Collection, who are Iooking at a make-
over in the months ahead (it counts the Glenlo Abbey, Col-
lege Green and Trinity City hotels among its deck}. Oh, and
bonus puints fur its plush litle in-hoase cinema

Details: €EC; rankshorel ie

48

The Dylan Dublin ZEITETE

Billing itsel! as ‘Dublin's only live-star bouigue hotel’
doesw't do it jusrice, Sexy. fun and set just off Daggot ereel
it's a real *Little Bl Book' kind of stay (*People
like a private members' club,” says manager Griinne Ross).
There's art fram the So Fine Art gallery. a dog-friendly ter-
race, and roams and suites refurhished with custom furni
ture by Co Longford's Gem Joinery. And the food? Trv the
2 new all-day menu in its Eddison restaurant, named for
matron Edith Annie Eddison, whe once lived in the former
nurses” home, or check back for a tantalising new concept
on the way for its elegant Ruby Room. Think top-end Ital-
ium wines served by the glass with o Coravin system, ans
authentic lalian snacks with ingredients like mortadella
mausse and smoked provalone. Boutique brilliance.
Details: €€EE; avian iz

49

Gougane Barra Hotel

iougane Barra, Co Cork

“Wee've always been strong on west Cork,” Neil Lucey once
tald me. And with a lncation straight from a fantasy novel,
that makes perfect sense. He and wife Katy's 25-bed lintel
is beloved ol locals and “a mixum-gatherum” of guests,
whether stapping by for the night, walking in Gougane
Barra, or out for a Sunday lunch. Alongside the classically
siyled interiors, you'll find local goodies on the menus (fish
fromm Umion Hall, burgers in an Arbutus hun, Irish cheese
plates... a Conkimg with Kary book is available 1o buy, too).
Ask to borvvw their rowing boat fur the lake.

Details: CC: gouganebarrahorel com

50

The Celtic Ross

Rosscarbery, Co Cork

The Wycherley lamilv's hotel has the pool, rooms and wed-
ding business vou'd expect of a fourstar, but also a keen
focus on west Cork and Irish food (@ €10 starter ‘tasting
plate” has five spoons of goadies, including Sally Bames's
smaoked fish, for instance), and a new “Green Wedding' ini-
tiative aims 1o reduce wedding footprints — by sourcing
local food and flowers, for example. Ann Downey is the
new generl manuger al the helm, and note its of-season
packages and ‘Stay lnnger for less’ offers, which see 1ipe off
l|| ght stays, and 15pc off four.

CEE; celticrnsshorel com

S1

Mountains, soel lunky reoms add comtemporary Irish art,

clever storage nooks and Munchies mini bars. "Ir's for

people who are used to rravelling and have a bit of stvle”
|

pnuger Adrian O'Connor, Six years since il
i, sonart suburbun slay,
5 thedeviinge
52
BrookLodge & Macreddin Village
Aughrim, Co Wicklow
Time has flosen! BrookLodge has been in business 25 years,
ploneering muny ideds inils ime — from fully organic res-
Laurant 1o destination wedding venue and organic bakery.
Rnovmis and Facilities are couniry luxe. despite the slightly
twee village lavout, and its Wells Spa is at the centre of
a new ‘Mindiulness at Macreddin' package that includes
dinner, a massage. aceess ta the thermal suite and little
derails like colouring hooks and journalling pads.
Detalls; €€E; brookiodye

X3 o

Killarney Park Killarney, Co Kerry

There's change coming down the tracks for this town-cen-
ire five-star. This winter. a multb-million-eurs refurb with
MDO Avchitects will hegin, transtorming the lohby, rooms
(increasing the keyvs 1o 74 and garden landscaping, and
promising “a thrilling new look” for The Peregrine restau-
ik, [0 o tamtalising new chapler [or o Gmily-run botel
Uhut well-heeled puests love, and thal has been an energelic
driver in the town's sustainahility pushes. “End of an Era’
weiawiy puckages are availuble o November. | con’i weail i
see whiat's next [or (his Drish classic.

Details: CEEC; killameyparkhotel je

4

The Imperial Cork

Guests al Cork's grand dame have included Grave Kelly
and Michael Collins, hut a new generation is being looked
after oo, thanks to an injection of fun and playfuliess into
the hallowed halls, Sketch has revamped its restaurant
{irs sryle is hased on vintage fashion magazines), themes
like Moulin Rouge or Narnia dress up the lobby, and an
urban spa feels like a secrer weapon. Breakiasi sees pas-
tries served i hirdcage stands, and ils greal o see menos
include lncal notes like the English Marker, Ballyeotion
sealvod or Killahora Apple Toe Wine, too.

Datails: CCC: impavialivoelcmicom

S35

Castlemartyr Resort CoCork

Wineent Crepel’s Terve restaurant now has two Michelin
stars (“the realisation of a lifebong dream” for the chef), and
is this resort’s USP, It's o stunning, thearrical taste safari
that ensts €200pp, but far from the only reason 0 s1ay. A
multi-million-eurn upgrade has edged rooms, Canopy res-
taurant and the overall experience into & more polished
space than the Celtie extravaganee of old, and fea-
tures include o Ron Kirby-designed goll course. light-
splashed poal. and the Tunted TTog pub in the village. This
cah be a good five-star for off-season packages. oo,
Details: CECE; cosrlemariyrresort ie

56

The' Devlin Ranelagh, Dublin

The Dean has brought a bit of rock and roll o Ranelagh,
alung with nifly neighbourhoed touches. “Bind your mile®
is 8 guiding prlm iple, and lots of locals can he seen in s
savvy Stells Cinema, Americana lobby bar ar Dime enffee
station. Views from Luyla's rooftop stretch to the Dublin

The Bushmills Inn Co Antrim

Acosy layover on the Causeway Coast since the 1600s, this
stay shoots for wraditional luxury with o twist, and largely
@ets the halance vight. Ilighlights are 112 snug and secre-
tive spaces — the little cinema, har with original gas lamps
(mine's 3 whiskey, please] or inglenook under (he stairs,
W Sep
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[or example. Service is warm; rooms can diller in location
and size, and be pricey, so check before booking. Thursday
imowie nights combine dinner and a film for £35.

Details: €€€; bushmiflsian.com

S

Conrad Dublin

Well-known to international luxury travellers via Hilton's
Honors programme, the Conrad doesn’t have the sume
profile at home as five-stars like the Westhury, Merrion or
Shelbourne. Bul the polished comlort ol its rooms, ceniral
lncation {opposite the Mational Concert Hall) and classy
Lemuel's bar and Cobiirg brasserie marry with some neat
local touches — artist Ciara (Neill's vibrant work in the
restyled Terrace bar, lor one. Apily. US president Joe Biden
staved in its Presidential Suite last year, and breakfast isa
bons, [rom Bloody Marys (o bread and pastnes [rom (he
neurby Bretzel bukery. There's no spa, but walch this spuce.
Detalls: €CCC; hlron.com

58

The Ice House Ballina, Co Mayo

The setting of this stylish hotel, directly over the River Moy,
is a peach. Mamed for the former ice store on the site, the
[our-star bas some great river-view rooms, i walerside ler-
rage und revamped Chill Spa thul mekes the best of the
sefting, and a surprising art collection includes works by
the likes of Chares Tyrrell. Martin Gale, John Devlin and
[ughie O'Donaghue. too. There’s good value in its ‘Golden
Years' speciels. which hundle B&E and early-bird dinners
froti €239 a night for two sharing over fhree nights.
Details: €€€; icehousehotelie

59

The K Club IaTETE

Straftan, Co Kildare

After a spell in the post-Celtie Tiger doldrums, the famous
golfing resort has momentum on its side. Gary (' Hanlon
is the new executive head chel (afier five vears sl The Con-
dor in France). and visitors today will find a more rounded
resort offering under general manager Paul Heery — with
refurbished rooms, varied lood and drink options like he
splashy Palmer Clubhouse, Blue Martini cocktail bar and
phuviul South restaorant chalk it down lor brunch, s well
a5 a new focus on families and estaie activities like paddle
boarding. pickleball and wine cellar tours. I(s another five-
star with surprising value ol peak.

Details: €ECC; kelub e

60

The Great Southern

Killarney, Co Kerry

Killarney hes huge cmnpeu[mn for hotels = hut that
drives the best (o do betier, This 19th-century stay has the
Scally family (of Havfield Manor and the Killarney Royal}
at the helm. 2 new GM in Jamie Power, and a classy reboot
ol Brownes Bur, There's delight and depth 1o its cockiail
menu, where you might sup a ‘Property Ladder, made with
Muckross Wild Irish gin, while reading o litile story abuut
Killarney National Park, for example. | always feel 2 sense
ol necasion here, and higher-end heritage suiles are mamed
for famous guests like Jackie Kennedy and Grace Kelly. Its
Railway Residence is an elegani Vidorian house, o,
Details: €€€€; greaisouthernkillarey.com

61

Wren Urban Nest Dublin

This compact. net-zero carbon stay opened in 2021 when
debates about hotel developments in communities raged
{it's on the site of the former Andrew's Lane Theatre). It
Lakes sustainability seriously, however — [rom zero-waste
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Kitchen o Trowesd's recyeled woosd bar fumilure and
Trish suppliers like Niks Tea and Mourne Textiles. Rooms
are very small, and traffic and grime can be an issue out-
sidle, bul the location is ace, anil the terracotta coluurings
of its exposed ceiling. textured woods and birds” nest lights
bring a warmih (hat doesn’t exist in uther hip hoiels.
Details: €E€; wrenholelie

62

Strand Hotel Limerick

Tve allwarys liked the wary this ity Toar-star is al once whal
vou'd expect {skyline views, decent har, good husiness
stays)and whar you might not (20-metre pool. strong loczl
Tocus in menus and specials like ils Feel Good Fn(l.n anid
Limerick Afternoon Tea menus). The latest news is 2 part-
nership with Irish chariiy Hometree io plant nalive trees
for conferences and \e\eddmgs it hosts (one point in new
Green Meetings and Green Weddings iniliatives), Window
seats in the River restaurant are worth rising early for.
Details: COC; strandlimerich.ie

63

Lakeside Hotel CEEm

Killaloe, Co Clare

Youwe two towns for the price of one at this four-star {Ball-
ina. Co Tipperary. and Killaloe, Co Clare, connected by a
stunming, 13-arch stone bridge). The Lakeside has evolved
T e.:lwel} over the yeary, adding an aduli-only suite of

&

30sq mwaterfront rooms, srlash ing ona refurb of Ol lara’s
Bar (named for Maureen, wha opened awing of the hotzl in
the 19805). doing an all-day kids ment that's healthier than
the usual children’s Fare, amd Lood hut Jor sunmer pizeas
and ice cream. There's a 4-metre slide in its pool. ma.
Details: €€; lakesidehorelic

64

The Blue Haven

Kinsale, CoCork

Aluwn cenlre hoiel in Kinsale could so easily tread waler.
But that is qner Claran Fitrgerald's style. Step through
the distinctive, blue-and-white entrance and you'll sense
the history (o the place (nol least in its cosy conlines),
before the bright ideas shine through. Service is glowing,
chel Meeran Manzoor cooks up o sierm in Ruere, there are
unusual design wuches in spaces like its histro (picture
sitting in a luxury yacht) and care shown tolocal suppliers
like Timoleague Vegelables or Toonsbridge Duairy,
Detalls: €OC: Muchavenkinsale com

65

The Harrison Belfast

‘Chambers of Distinction” is the tagline for this bold, boho
and brilliantly individuzl stay in Belfast. & colourful coun-
terpoint 1o Regency House, owner Melanie [larrison has
converted Victorian merchants’ residences intn a town-
house stay with 16 rooms named for local beroes like Ruby
Iurrav ane C85 Lewis, and decadent decor rom her trivels
and treasure hunting (think standalone tubs, four-posters,
record players or sulury botanical wallpupers). Iu's discern-
ing, with & bit of divilment throw and an expansion
with piamo lounge} is on the cirds

Details: €€€; chambersofdisiinetion.cont

66

Connemara Sands Hotel (GIEIEN
Ballyconneely, Co Galway

This mierry hotel on Manmin Bay disarms with its warmth
("Come and see me.” the receptionist says of any queriesh,
elevation of local seafood like Dooncasile ovsters and Gra-
ham Roberts's smaked salmon by chef Sinedd Quinn, and
SO SUrprises amonyg ils 21 rooms — a two-room suile lor




‘Wren Urban Nest

Lamilies, [or instance. I a small stay, with sell-catering
houses that could use a refresh. butone that ticks over gor-
geously — marrying coastal chic with houtigue buzz. a har-
rel sauna by the beach, and local nods from Micil whiskey
Loy activily parinerships with Real Adventures Connemiar,
Proprietor Dean Gibson and ream are dolng a lovely job,
Details: COC: connemarasands-hotel.com

67

Mulranny Park Hotel

Mulranny, Co Mayo

Set on the Great Western Greenway, with blockbuster
views of Clew Bay, few hotels can bea this one For loca-
tion. There's a 20m pool, seaweed baths, Sri Lankan
chef Chamil: Mananwatta brings flourishes of fusion to
Nephin restiwrant (there's o Gourmet Greenway show-
case dinner on October 26), staff are friendly and you'll
find touches of extra TLC. too — a teepee ina family bed-
room. for instance, or kids' teddy bear treasure hunts. The
Waterfront Bistro, reception and most rooms have been
refutheld — it would be great 1o see the rest, and ils web-
site. continue the refreshment this winter.

Details: €EEE; muiranmyparkhotelie

68

Farnham Estate

CoCavan

This country escape is renowned for irs spa (although
competition is heating up around the island), but there are
mire strings b ils how. As well us rooms inils period and
maodern wings, there are new resort houses in the former
orchard and walled garden, and Cedars stealchouse {in the
old cut-sione house) brings 1 Josper grill and supper-club
ambiunce. Throw in an 18-hole goll course, nare wails,
anel 1.300-acre estate, and you're made,

Details: CCCL; farmbantestate.ie
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Garryvoe Hotel

Ballylongane, Co Cork

Independence “brings mussive personality” o a hoiel,
Stephen Belton once told me. His Garryvoe and Bayview
hotels (the larter in Ballycotton) are a great illustration of

thatin east Cork. As well as 2 25-metre pool and beachside

location, there's a chic library, bar and Samphire restan-

rand (chel Kevin O Sullivan does the local larder justice).

Bl are in e Original Trish Totels collection, and bonus
ints for shout-outs to local businesses. be it Ballycotton

ighthouse towrs. Youghal boardwalk or local pubs,

Details: €€ C; garryvouhotel com

70

Stauntons on the Green IEIEE

Dublin

Some hotels recede in the memory after a stay. Others go
the other way, glowing over lime. That's the case lor me
with this thoughtful rownhouse. Yes, there are quirks to
the old building — no lifts, thin walls in places — but her-
itage and contem porary rooms click, wirm breaklast ser
vice sees local tips dished out with the pasiries, mimosas
and cooked options, and fun footnotes include a library
brar, afternoon tea, Harry Clarke stained-glass window and
private access (o the Tvengh Gardens. T0s a sister hotel of
Numbrer 31 and The Bonbam in Edinburgh. Scotland.
Details: £€; stauntonsonihegreen.ie
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Fota Island Resort
Fota Island, Co Cork
One of ihe ruddr:n aces al this five-siar is ihe proximiry
ol Tostaa Tsland Adventure, adding Family activities — [rom
kayaking to obstucle courses and quests — many resorts
could only dream of. Add a top-notch spa (now with spa
dining and group treatments). championship gnlf enurse,
decent range of dining {The Cove has recpened
wilh new head chel, Eoghan O'Flenn) and
chioice of self-catering lodges and hatel
rooms, and you have a 780-acre. private
islind experience you may never
want ro leave,
Details: €€ €€, foraisland.ie
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Avalon House
Castlecomer, Co Kilkenny

I lowe this ereeper-clad building
in Custlecomer. its red front door
leading to one of Treland's new hreed
of town centre hotels. The Comerford
family’s business mixes heritage and mod-
ern nicely {book direct for a complimentary
reakfast), and there’s asoothing elfect o touches like
the stove in its bar or the hearty food at Lark's Bar or Lil's
restaurant. The Drilliant Castlecomer Discovery Park is
300m from that front door:

Details: €€ C; avalanhousehatel fe

73

Kilkea Castle

Castledermot, Co Kildare

s not as well-known as Treland's live-star custle stays.
but Christy and Jay Cashiman’s multi-million-ewro reloor
cuts a dash and costs less. In addition to its 18-hale, par-70
goll covrse, spa, and 180-were estite, it added lour escape
o thils summer with themes like Knights Round Table
and Shackleton's Quest. As well as seli-catering lodges and
carriage rooms, there are 11 atmospheric rooms in the cas-
e ftsell — ome with 360-degree estale views.

Details: €€CE: kilkeacasile.ie
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Lough Erne Resort [OIETE
Inniskillen, Co Fermanagh
Here's another five-star that can provide disarming value.

especially off-peak. The golf and spa resort has been pam-
pering itsell in recent vears, with sweeping upgrades
nudging dating interiors towards designs more reflective
ol its mauturad senting, (hanks t designer Ciara ni Laoi. Tis
Thai Spa, two golf courses and 3 AA Rosette Catalina res-
taurant (where chel Stephen Holland is building on foun-
dations Tuid by Noel McMeel) are highlights. Midweek
stays with w cockiuil cun be had from £199/ €230,
Details: €EEE; foughermeresort.com

)
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Casey's of Baltimore Baltimore, Co Cork
“Our Jood 15 our raison dére” the Cusevs sy, Amd
when west Cork is your larder, that makes sense. From
fish battered in its own Sherkin Lass pale ale {theres
1 nano-hrewery on siweh to pil pil praswns from Union
Hall, organic garden veg or a Ploughman's plate with
Gubbeen cheeses and meats. menus are mouthwa:
tering — and enjoyed with views of the harbour and
Mount Gubriel. Rooms are aailable in the hotel,
cottage and lodge. and packages cun include beer-tasting
paddles and ferry trips to Sherkin Island from Baltimore,
Details: CEC; caseysofbaltintore.com

Butler House Kilkenny
Kilkenmy Casile's 18th-cemiury dower house is reborn as
a Blue Bonok townhouse sty al the Gily's hearl Seventeen
rooms and suites wre individuadly siyled (vour wall might
featwre art from the Basil Goulding collection), Georgian
details are spotred throughout — from fireplaces to
ceiling plasterwork — and a walled garden
leads o the craft village in Kilkenny's
Castle Yard, Afternoon (ea is a treat,
Details: CEC: butlerie
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Cabra Castle
Kingscouri, Co Cavan
The [amily-run Romantic Cas-
thes of Treland does o super line
in affordable, characteriul castle
stays with warm service ambi-
unce, Alongside Ballyseede Cus-
tle, Castlebellingham and Markree
Castle. Howard Corscadden’s Cabra
Castle does ser-piece weddings and lei-
sure stavs {with a mix of castle, courtvard
and collage roms. “People will travel 1o a castle”
he once tald me. *It's the atmosphere.
Details: €€€: cabracastie.com

78

Inchydoney Fk|dl’1[| Lodge & Spa
Clonakilty, Co Cork

Dies O'Dowd's coastal hotel is an Irish classic, with sen-
erations treasuring memories of stays by the Blue Flag
breach, Add its Tskand spa with thermal seswaler therapy
paol, friendly staff and small woneders like the chowder at
Dunes bistro and vou have many reasons for a return visit.
' a hotel commected s Tocality foo. Irom whiale-watch-
ingg tours o local food suppliers and a wee-planting part-
netship with Crithir, the west Cork creative hul,

Details: CCC; inchydoneyisiand.com

79

The Dean Galway

You could pop the Dean hotels group into this entry —
such is the influence of s fresh thinking on Trish hospi-
tality. Rooftop restaurants. oodles of [rish are. Munchies’
mini bars and lobby barista coffee bars are just the start.
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The Galway edition stands oul for me with its smarl
stewardship, pioneering Power gvm (parily sed in an old
railway tunnel) and sense of substance behind the style,
Watch out for new Deans to come in Belfast and Kilkenny.
Details: ££€; ihedean.ie/galway

30

Killyhevlin Hotel

Enniskillen, Co Fermanagh

There was 2 time when expanding hotels had rwao options
— new bedroom wings or self-catering houses. That's
been blown wide open by creative cabins, lodges and
stundalone suites. Wilness Killyhm'liu's lukelund studiog,
aimed at couples, and woodland lodges with private decks
and hot whs. Add its pool, speand casual Lukeside Lounge
dining (Kove hasm't reopened alier the pandernic), and you
hirve a [ine base for exploring the Fermunagh lakelands,
Details: €€ killyhevlincom

81

Cahernane House
Killarney, Co Kerry
I'm not a fan of marketing-speak. But when this hotel calls
itself *Killarney's best-kept secrer? | have no quibbles. Set
on the edge of the national park. rooms are split between
mnor howse, garden wing and revamped couch house,
enmbining ald-school luxury with earthy tones and mod-
ern comlorts that elick nicely for the Kingdom. There are
“secrel perks’ for booking on its websile oo — including a
gluss of fizz, and o guaraniee that the price will be at least
£10 cheaper than an online iravel sgent
Details: £€£€; cahernanecom
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Clonakilty Park Hotel
Clonakilty. Co Cork

One of Ireland’s best three-stars?
This west Cork workhorse has a
bit of everyihing going on. from
coach tours to business srays and.
ol covrse, families making the most
ol its adventvre play areas, sevial
trekking. big pool and leisure area,
kids" camips and mere {ihere's a cinema
over the roed. o). Ask zboul rooms when
booking, as some — like the superiors — have
been refurbished more recentls. I'm sure it won'l he
long kelore it has a Jourth star,

Details: €€; clonakiltyparkimzelic

83

Bishop’s Gate Hotel Derry

A cosy, classy Blue Book hotel within the city walls, Bish-
op's Gate was a key npening in Derry pre-pandemic. and
alonyg with Shipguay and The Ebringrion has really lifted
the accommadation options there. The former gentleman’s
club {once visited by WE Yeats and Winston Churchill)
retains Edwardian detail. isnr afraid fo have fun (check out
the dog paintings. or live music), has a mix of tidy rooms
and apartments, and among chef Paul Sharkey's menus is
a gluten-ree lunch in The Wig and Gown.

Details: €€€; bshopsgatehoteldermy.com

84

B
Radisson Blu Royal Hote ] (GG
Dublin

Le Pole Square is ome of Dublin's newest, and oldest, hoods,
Old. as it lay near a former Little Ttaly just vards from Dub-
lin Castle. New, as the square ivsell wias literally formed us
surrounding hotels and o convention centre ok shape,
The Radisson Blu Roval is bounding forward with nods
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{3 hatt heriage it its design and menus, bul also o killer
spa in Velvere (Majken Bech Bailey hos corated juices and
elixirs served with treatments), greal summer space inils
Dryflin garden. and sense of mission that belies its big size.
The Chancery nearby is worth a nose, oo,

Details: €€, radissoniiie

85

Lough Fske Castle

Doncgal, Co Donegal

The county’s only five-star lies on the lakeshore in 43 acres
of wondland, and a warm welcome awails, Book treat-
menls in s organic spa for by one of the ouldoor bal tubs),
spail yoursell with its new menus, dip ints the new whis-
key cellar — and watch oot lor news this aulumn, when a
whole new wing will be unveiled. [1's a beautiil base from
which (o explore a county Lowely Plasee calls one of (he
warld's best regions to visit this year. .

Details: €€EE€; bugheskecastleholeleo

86

The Lansdowne

Kenmare, Co Kerry

John and Francis Brennan's town hotel has new owners in
Aileen and Patrick Hanley. Or perhaps ‘new’ is the wrong
word — Pairick’s family once owned the hoiel, so thiy
chapter brings him full eivele. The hones are all there, from
velvel chaise lounges (o brusserie-style dining at Shel-
burne Street and classy nooks in Poel’s bar, and you can
sense subile changes — trad sessions and other lunes, [or
exarnple, bul there's more (0 come, “We jusUwant (o bring
our own personalities to the operation,” they say.
Details: €CC: fansdownekenmare.com

»

= | The Leinster, IENMENN
"\ Dublin

“It's like The Merrion, only maore
craic” manager Melanie Nocher
told me as this "luxury lifestyle” stay
opened on Mount Streel s @ sur-
prisingly e hocation, but the mix of
elevated rooms {think ol them as 0 more
premium Lake on the Dean — the brands
are rum by the same group). rooflup restau-
rant wverseen by celeb chef Jean-Georges Vonger-

ichien and its suave Collins Club (iry the baich cockisils)
will have staying power. There are Lalking poinls al every
turn, Jrem Japanese Tolo oilets o leensy, seven sqm
roum for solo iravellers, dubbed The Nook'
Detaile: ECEE; theleinster.ie

88

Arnold’s

Dunfanaghy, Co Donegal

This charming Dunfanaghy hotel does whar traditional
town hotels do best — serving guests and the community
with hands-on hospitality, good grub and a hub for special
occasions. The Arnold family’s been at the helm for gener-
ations, and though rooms and other areas can feel dated,
the three-star also has neat ideas. including Arnou cafe and
burger bar, its cockiail space and chocolate-themed stiys
(next up om Oclirber 1-13). Aisling Arnold loves the “hec-
tic-mess™ ol il 21, she told me. “I's never boring”

Details: €C; armoldsiotelcom

89

Powerscourt Hotel

Enniskerry, Co Wicklow

There's lets happening at Powerscount Estate, with its
distillery, an evolving sustainability story in its house and

mardens (the estare plans o be ‘net zero’ by 2025, shops,
cafe and river trails. Even better news is that the five-star
seems Lo be integruling more and more with what's onils
doarstep — vou cun Luke bikes on the trails, lor example,
a Powerscourl Passport’ package includes fickels w the
walerlall or house and gardens... and that's noteven slarl-
ing on its 20m Swarovski crystal-lit pool, Espa, buzzing
Sa!I‘I'_v Gap brasserie or more formal Sika restaurant,
Details: €EEE: powerscourthotel com
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The Lake Hotel

Killarney, Co Kerry

The Huggard family's hotel hums along nicely on the lake-
shore, with some super views from rooms, bar. terrace and
rvestavrant. There's a steady tourist trade in season. the bos-
ity is proud and polished (rou'll Teel more cared [or
than you'd expect at a 13l-room four-star), and rhere are
some lovely stories in the photos on its walls {the family
ance owned Ballynahinch and Ashford castles). It can feel
dated in parts, and is further out of Killarney than others,
but the value, warmth and location win out.

Details: €E€E: lakehotelkillamey.ie

91

Ferrycarrig Hotel Wexford

A four-star overlocking the Slaney estuary, this hotel is
renowned for its school holiday family stays, but that's
not all it's got up its sleeve. Alonggide the 20m ponl. for
example. there's Riverwond Wellness with its spa partners
Dermalogice. Alngside the family and interconnecting
rogmms, there's an aduli-only Noor, and ‘plus’ oms with
waler views and more recent renovations, Alongside the




5 Inhlu.l-

all-day dining in iis Drv Dock bar is & 2 AA Rosetie opiion &
Reeds. It's good to see local beed, lamb, veg and names like
Killowen und Kilmore Quay on Lhese menus. tie.

Details: E€E€€ jerrycarrighotel ie
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in its wedding sei-up, and vou're stariing to ger a sense of
the family four-star's warm energy. Guests can get a l0pe
diseount at the nearby Kildare Village, o0,

Details: €€€; clanardcourt ie

94

96

Slieve Donard IEEGEN

Newcastle, Co Down

The drumuatic Victorian exierior may look the same, “hui
insidde, it's a dillerent soory” as Nicola Brady srote in our
review (his vear. New owners Marine & Lawn specialise in
magnificent properties by top golf courses (here it's Royal
County Down; others include Rusacks at $1 Andrews, and
the forthcoming Adelphi at Portrush), and a multi-
linn-giire refurb blends heritage and elassic luxury in irs
lobby. bar. 1T Farrall's restaurant and 180 rooms. Think
cuscuding greenery. forestlosds of wood panelling and
William Morris-style floral headboards and tartan carpets.
Details: £CEE; marineandlawn.com, slievedomard

97

Faithlegg CoWaterford

Asister of FBD [lotels's The Ileritage in Co Laois, Castle-
knock in Dublin and Killashee, Co Kildare, this four-star
is a popular base for weddings, family stays and exploring
Watertord, Built around an 18th-century manor, the feel is
a mix ol period sivle, home comlorts und fumily-riendly
funetinmality, with chel Jenny Flynn's menus making use
o Toscul Et:rbdlﬂ like Goutshri d,-_n;- o, Knoclaneore cheese
or Baldwin's ice cream, a 17m pool and leisure centre, goll,
whiskey and cocktail bar, and room options hrom basic
sell-catering to mewer wing and ‘masters’ in the house.
Detalls: CCEE: faithlegg com

98

Rathmullan House [EMENT

Rathmullan, Co Donegal

This family-run, Georgian country house is at the heart of
Its community, and another Blue Book property surprising
with its ideas and style. As well as the country luxe rooms
(imerconnecting oplions are available). food und drink
Tuaes o luser-loeus on loeal — rom et with Loppings like
Corleggy Cavanbert washed down with Kinnegar beers in
its summer pavilion, to Greencastle-landed fish, Burron-
port crab or pierogi dumplings with wild mushrooms and
sauerkraut in its Cellar Bar, which reopened last October,
[ollowing @ revamp. Another Domegal delight.

Details: €E€EE; rarimuullanopse.com

99

InierContinenial
Dublin

Now firmly bedded into Ballsbridge, this “urban resori™
is maturing like 2 whiskey. One of the headline hatel
builds of the Celric Tiger era, itis. of course, swanky and
sometimes unsettling in scale, but there is depth to the
service and deailing (check out the [resh Nowers, Trish
wrt, or sumptuous Christmay puckages). and its lohby
lounge is one of Dublin's greal sel-plece spuces (iry the
Sunday Roast menu with brunch coc 4). Roorns cun be
enormous, Xicky Loge is a savvy amd personable general
manager, and its spa has had a much-needed refresh. The
Ice Bar remains — for private hire or events like big rugly
matehes. If you know, you know.

Details: EEE€E; intercontinemialdubiinie
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Clanard Cour IENEIEN

Athy, Co Kildare

Here's a hotel that knows what it is, and works that bril-
lianily. There's a bustling ground Noor mixing evervihing
from meelings io locals ealing oul, confirmations and
communions {“The person of the moment is spoilt,” man-
aging director Mary Fennin-Byrne told me) Add a small
garden spawith two treatment rooms, junior suites with
in-room baths. and brainwaves like a changing room for
eurly check-ing, US-siyle chapel and proper kids' play area

Granville Hotel

Waterfor

I'd recommend both hotel fans and hoteliers ro iry break-
fast at this town centre stay. Brekkie can be a generie,
assembly-line slop-out, or a precious parting impression,
and it's very much the latter here — think eggs Benedict
on i Waterlord blaw a gluten-lree full Trish, oran “Organic
Porridge Experience’ with dushes of Bailey's. Highhunk
Orchard Syrup or Muldoon Trsh Whiskey liqueur, There's
s traditional charm w its rooms, dining space and service,
anid @ central Tocation overlooking the River Suir, “Siart
vour day the Granville way.” as they say.

Details: €€€; granvillchatelie

95

The Connacht Galway

Energetic, evolving, enormons — i0s still huard 1o belivve
this 358-room operation is a three-star. You can stay in
family bunk rooms, apartments, or even the ‘Connacht
Cruiser, an American-style motorhome (CIr's like hav-
ing vour own private hotel” they say}), and noteworthy
toches imclude s lnbhy barista bar living wall, large pool
and leisure centre und The Aviary, a slick ouldom: Lerruce
complete with faux grass underfool und relractable rool
overheud. T eam gt very busy al dmes, and 2 welcome boul
ol room refurbs is underway, adding zir-con. s 2 sister of
Hyde, the Galway Bay Golf Resort and Residence Hotel.
Details: €€€; theconnachtie
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Knockranny House Hotel

Westport, CoMayo

The kev attractions of Knockranny are its large rooms
(some with views of Croagh Patrick). Satveo Spoand long:
time chef Seamus Commons’s mens at The Fern Grill (iry
the live-course Taste of Knockranny' menu... or the char
coul-grilled smash burgers). But the creativity und locul
parmerships in irs packages give an insight into thought
and energy behind the scenes, oo, Walks and storvielling
with Terra Firma guides on a "Mayo Full Moon Walking
Weekend (November 15/16), for example.

Details: €€EE; knockramnyhosehmel i

Mount Falcon

Ballina, Co Mayo

Some great lodges, 100 acres of woodland, activities like
falconry and fishing and its spa and leisure centre have
miade this family-run four-star a popular getaway in north
Mayo. A “Summer Tem' se aears switch 1o move
live music, dancing, cockiails und chel Tom Doyle's cook-
ing ourdoors under a marquee, while the Kirchen restau-
rant and Boathole bar are cosy spaces o indulge in over
the cooler months. Book B&R seven or more days ahead
and vou can get €30 off in an advance purchase special,
Details: E€EE; mrmm_lrcdcemﬂ)m




