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B o T

15 of the cosiest
autumn escapes

The mesmerising views of
Gougane Barra in Cork

TG

As the leaves turn
golden and the chill
creeps in, book a
break in a calm and
comfy country
hideaway, writes
Georgina Campbell

IITUMN is a lovely fime 0 escapsin
Ireland fora oo agzonal break
with good fiood, crackling fires aned

aasy oaldecr pursuils ke

woodland walks and foraging. Wrapup, slow
dowrn and dig int

1. Roundwood House, Laois

Secluded in mature woudland at the foot
of the Slieve Bloomn mountains, Frank and
1 K m.m l'\‘-ml wil ih I

a gquarker ol a

century ago. Thu ir li wghter Hflnn 1h and
her husband Paddy Flynn now run it with
warmth. Yon'll need nnll, A sense of
history amid an appreci
haspilality for a happy sl: s
and enjoy the ¢ mlwmllhe near J
hills, good home cooking and the com pany
basking in the
Nan’l all W

Ih-strn) of the J_.\,ulllhunoil' ivilisarion®, it
is a simply wonderfal space.

. Hnrmd wond Honse, Mountrath,
S8 CON
cial 2 IMGD+ 11

I'a: hac k as l'Hi
energetic and ent I1u:ﬂ'a_nl1r
Lucey along with his wife Ka
chel,and they love npgrading (he property
while r ting its special timeloss
qualities. It’s still the perfect spot to
unwind outdoors, but it's no £
destinalion  and Kaly's delicions meals
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are just the thieket aftor b
here: Gougane Rarra Totel,
Macroom, Cork; gouganeba conmn
What: Autum offers inelude 2 nights
B&B+1D [vom £210pps

3. Renvyle House Hotel
& Resort, Galway

Orneehome ta s Gaelie chicftain and
Oliver SLJohn Gogarty, amongothers,
the Coyle family’s remote and beauti-
furlly lewsated] house has a pom antic and
[ascinating hislory and uniquely quir-
ky charm — s]ung with & well-de-
served reputation for outstanding hos-
pitality and great local foorl. A wonder-
fully away-from-it-all place, with all of
Commemaraan the doorslep, iison-site
attractions inelude galf and hot tibs
an the Allanlic and there are indoor
treats too, tucked cosily i
beside the fire perhaps, Just the spot
[or thal anlumn break.

Where: Renvyle House Hotel, Conne
mara, CoGalway; renvy
What: Autamn In Connemara
September Specials, including

D&+ ITY fromm c.6299pps.

4. Sheen Falls Lodge, Kerry

This Famously stylish, yel relaxed,
waterzide hotel just across the river
from Kenmare town is very lovely in
here are plenty of outdoor
in the arca (with gnides
n\-mt.}hh‘r bt il cam bee hdr[] 1o esal
meandering gquietly along the
riverbank and enjoying the wildlileon
the 300-acre estate. Rooms offer
tranlitional luxucy with a modern
lightmess ol tomich —and dinmer in The
Falls restanranl, ov oking Lhe
tumbling water, is always a treat,

g walk.

The library of Adare Manoris an IIlE-dl spetfora hot

whiskey anda gnod baok.

Where: Sheen Falls ]..odea‘ Kenmare,
Co Kerry: sheenfallslodge.i
What: Broaks include 5
night package with
dining at The Falls
spa eredit, from o

5. Clanard Court
Hotel, Kildare

How many places weleome SUPStS
with the sighi ol alpa
happily in grassy cne!
Dxrmne |11|||]v 5 PUTpose
place that tries harder, with constant
improvemenis, very comloriable
vocoms, ideas to keep things fresh
throngh the seasons and lovely siall,
who take pride looki
ATl this plus a s
iur mests, mood f oul and L d value,
it’s the real deal — and, less than an
heur from Dublin, this sonth Kildarve
destination is handy for a break.
Where: Clanard Courl Hoiel, Dublin
Ril. Athy Co Kildare; clanardeourt.ic
What: Autumn Straight Al
2 night packages from €195 for two.

6. Mount Juliet Estate,
Kilkenny

Kilkenmy 'sdislinctively lush beanty
s in it rivers 1 woodlands — and
Lhere’s no beller Lime than autamnn (o
visit Mount Juliet, While perhaps best
knowm for goll, the many activilies lo
be enjoyved on the 500-acre estate
beside the River Nore include beanli
ful walks, fishing, and horse riding,
plus treatment rooms and 3 health
club for pampering. Excellent food too,
whether fine dining in the manor
houze's el al Lady Helen, or
rrmTP]]lp(aral y style in The Hound

L%,
stanrant -;nd 50
S,

restanrant at the adjacent Huntor's
Yo Tlotel.

Where: Mount Julict Esta
teywn, Co Kilkenn
What: Offcrs in
Yand amd Dine
c.€219pps.

7. Lisnavagh Estate, Carlow

situnated on the
border and home to
the MceClintock Bunbur\; family,
Lismavagh is renowned lor weddings,
retreats, forest bathing and. of conrse,
tha—i.mml ﬁunhnrv Boands. They're

3 o putting on some
damlllv--\ﬁ;-(\ T'In«hrne-

Thomas

at Hunter's
e TTound, from

th Chef Steve Merver,
vegetarian food truck in

Clonmel, ami host Kofe 0'Mahony of
Tv7s in Kinsale, who will
dishes with her wines.
Where: Lisnavagh Estate Rathvilly
CoCarlow, lisnavagh.com, eventsidlis-
navagh.com HOI6 1473

What: Vegeiarian gourmel dinner
with wine, €120 per person. Self
catering and B&R accommodation
available,

8. Adare Manor, Limerick

A buckel list deslinalion, Lhis
magnificent. nea-Gothic mansion on
900 acres beside Lhe River Maigue was
bought by Limerick-born business-
man JP MeManus in 2005 and now has
a lnxurions new bedroom wing. a
snmptnois spa, swimming pool and
cinema. Outdoors, the redesigned

We!mmmg Hanora s(llhgeh'.\‘a‘t!rfnrl attracts walkers a ndfud Imrs.



championship g srnLr('mu sc takes pride
of place but there’s much more, in-
cluding falconry, fishing and archery.
The romantic Oak Room restaurant
offers memorahle fine dining by
executive chef Mike Tweedic and
other treats inelude afternoon tea in
The Gallery.

Where: Adare Manor, Adare, Co
K adarcmanaor.com

: Taste of Adare 1-night manor
house stay with Oak Room eanclelit
dining lvom c.£1.295 for Lwe,

9. The Lodge at Ashford
Castle, Mayo

In common ownership with neigh-
bouring Ashford Castle, the heart of
this bouticue hotel on the estate (and
sharing it= activities) iz a fine period
house with views down Lough Corrib
Lo the bar, restaurant and Lhe fronl
rooms. And in Wilde's Restaurant.  a
lovely first-floor space with views
from window tables — head chef
Jonalhan Keane serves wonderllly
imaginative cuisine based on the best
seasonal local produce,

Where: The Lodge at Ashford Castle,
Cong, Co May:.
What: OlTers
Exclusive’, Sunday Thut:
ber 1t Deecmbor 22 foon

for twa, with aceoss to I;ﬂlu health and
fitness centra, golf and tennis courts,

10, Castle Leslie Estate,
Monaghan
Alowvely destination in itself —and a

greal base lor exploring an avea Lhat
doserves 1o be hetter Known — yon can

stay in the extraordinary castle ot
rooms are at The Lodge,
lively designed modern holel
t around a stable courtvarid,
ecomplete with an equestrian centre
and ¥ictorian treatment rooms, and
dining is mainly in the inlymal
Conor's Mar or Snaffles Restaurant,
where the good conking that has al-
ways been a leature her e may have
Fresenn imvsprireat] by oolid pesee

Castle Leslic Estate C
‘Where: Castle Leslie |
lough, Co Monagheu 3

What: Offers inelude Ov rnight
Eseape at The Lodge, feom o 2420
Fde B0 I for two.

11. The Old Inn, Down

Now owned by the Galgorm
Colleelion, (hischarming 17U century
inm always has a weleoming fire in the
cosy foyer, While handy to Belfast, it's
near the sea, with miles of scenic
walking nearby ai the Norlh Down
Coastal Path and Crawfordsburn
Country Park. And voull find good
food in T'he Hestaurant (fine dining),
ot Lhe charas

cterful 1614 Dar, which isa
popular rasual dining place. And it's
pet friendly too.

Where: The Old Inn, Crawlordsburn,
o Dow s thealdinn.eom

What: Autumn Eseaps Package, Sun-
dlay to Thursday, September 1 to No-
vember 7; B&B4+D L lwo with botile
of house wine and Aceess to the
Treetop Spa, from €325

12. Cliff House Hotel,
Waterford

T'his ehic five-star bolthole over-
looking Ardimore Bay draws guesis as

Castle Leslie in (o
Monaghan.

much for the enlinary offerings as the
sctting, The Well spa’s outdoor infinity
poal is stunningly positioned, but the
meticnlons Iy eoureed local and sea-
sonal produce that’s transtormed intoe
memaorable fine dining and excellent
informal fare by an ambitions kitchen
team has many fans ton, Stylish scift

calering properiies are also ofTered
nearby.

Where: ( 1. Ardmore.
Co Waterford: ¢l el fe
What: Autumn o DR&B offor,

from e €640; ineludes weleome
cockiail, ouldoor seaweedl baths in The
Well by the Sea and guided clill wall.
Similar off ter hotel CHff at
Lyons, Co Kili FTatiyons.ic

13. BrookLodge &
Macreddin Village, Wicklow

Especially known for |Is wonder| lul
|

g mnltahle gleen hotel and
‘village® is rightly famous for
promoling organic and wild food as
parl ol itz allure.

Home to The Strawbhoerry Tree,
Ircland's first eertified organic
restaurant, La serna Armento
(informal Ltalian dining}, and the
almospheric Aclons Counlry Pub (usl
Lhe spol io enjoy Ltheir organic cralt
browsh, 1t"s all del 15, Nc mattor
where yon go. R ing and inspiring.
BrookLodge makes a great base for
walking, hiking, eycling or simply
exiploving across the wonderfal and
pleturesques low hills.,

Where: Rrooklaodge & Macreddin
Villag, Co Wicklow: brooklodge.com
What: Autumn Escape offers includes
DB&D leom o.8210 for two sharing.

14. Marlfield House,
Wexford

Omee the residence of the Harls of
Conrtown, this improssive proporty

was openced by Mary and the late Ray
Bowe as a hotel in 1978, and today's
euesls conlinue o be pampered by
their daughiers Marparel and Lanra
horun Lhe business wilh verve and

rostaurant, The Duek, offors mmI mal
dining and, when Marlficld Honse and
The Duck are closed (Monday to
Tuesday), stays at Duck Lodge and the
lowely Pond Suites are avai able
Where: Marllield House, C
Road, Gorey, Co Wexlord;
marlfieldhouse.com

What: Midweek offers inelude
Wednesday Faleonry Thsplay with
B&R in The Duek from o169,

15. Hanora's Cottage
Waterford

This spacious and beantilully lo-
caled conniry guesthonse is a very
special ploce. Mary Wall and her
family offor ontstanding hospitality,
Inxurions accommadation and a
special focns on good food. Eoin and
Judith Wall are both Bura-Toques
chels, using local foods [rom small
suppliers whenever possible. People
travel from lar and wide (o dine in the
restauranl and overmighl guesls begin
the day with Tanora™s legendary
hreakiast buff
Where: Hanora's Cottage. Nire Val
lew, Rallymacarbry, Co Waterford; ha-
noraseottage.com
What: Shord breaks ollered, call for
delails and best rates, T: 052 613 6184,




